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Lake Tana Ecotourism
Destinations Map

Bahir Dar City

The vibrant hub of Lake Tana, Bahir Dar City is the
starting point for your adventure. Explore the
handcraft marketplaces, visit Emperor Halie
Sessalies’ Palace or take in a panoramic view of the
Blue Nile River and Lake Tana from Bezawit Hill. In
Bahir Dar you can find quality accommodation and
experienced tour guides. You can obtain more
information from the Bahir Dar City Tourism
Information Center at the airport and organize tours
with the Bahir Dar City Guides and the Bahir Dar
Boat Service Association.

Zeghie Peninsula

Rising out of misty waters of Lake Tana, the Zeghie
Peninsula is among the highlights of any visit to
northern Ethiopia. During the boat ride, visitors leave
behind the bustle of Bahir Dar and slip back in time to
an ancient age. Once on shore, the peninsula offers a
rich cultural experience, lush monastery forests,
numerous endemic and migratory birds and an
unparalleled historical journey. With four newly
launched community-based ecotourism enterprises,
you can have a truly authentic experience. The Zeghie
Peninsula Ecotourism Association offers a range of
products including: an interactive coffee tour, dining at
an open air community restaurant, learning a new skill
at the handcrafts demonstration site, purchasing locally
produced crafts or staying overnight at the rustic
campsite.

Debre Mariyam Island

A must visit island, Debre Mariyam not only
includes a fantastic monastery built in the 14t
century but is the jumping off point for hippo
viewing. The community manages handcraft
shops and coffee and tea shops that offer a
refreshing end to a day on the lake. A little further,
you can see the Blue Nile River bid farewell to
Lake Tana and start is journey to the
Mediterranean Sea.
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Kibran Gabriel Islan

The island boasts two monasteries. Kibran Gabriel
is a unique 14" century monastery that showcases
ancient manuscripts, crosses and other valuable
artifacts. Travelers with little time can visit this
nearby island to get a sense for the religious and
historical significance. Men only are allowed to
visit the Kibran Gabriel monastery, while women
can visit Entos monastary and the museum built
for this purpose.



